Biblical Forgiveness
(With those who we have sinned against)

I.
Read (Matthew 5:23-24)
· What does this passage tell us about the priority of right relationships with others?

· What does it mean to be “reconciled”?

· Why do you think that Jesus starts out this verse with the word “Therefore…” at the beginning of the verse?

II.
About seeking forgiveness:

1.
Having your heart right is the most important thing.  See your offense from God’s perspective.  (Ps 51:1-4, 16-17)

2.
When seeking forgiveness, state you offense clearly.  Name the way you have sinned against your brother or sister.  Think in terms of the opposites of the fruits of the Spirit listed in (Galatians 5:22-23).  

Example:  “God has helped me to see that I was harsh (the opposite of “gentleness”) to you when I spoke with you last week.   That was sin and I was wrong.  Will you please forgive me?”   (James 5:16)
3.
Wait for a “yes” or “no” reply.  

III.
What if the person won’t or can’t forgive you?

· (Romans 12:18) - 

IV.
Miscellaneous comments


· The Lord puts an incredible premium on right relationships with others if you are His child.  If you even suspect you have committed an offense against someone, be proactive.  GET IT STRAIGHTENED OUT IMMEDIATELY!

· With a person who you suspect/wonder if you have offended them, go to them and say something like this:  
“I have noticed some strain in our relationship lately.  Is there something that I have done to offend you in some way?  If I have done something, I would like to try and make it right.”  

Homework
Go before the Lord and ask Him to reveal if there are any broken relationships in your life that need mending.  Even if the other person was partially or mostly to blame for the broken relationship, purpose in your heart to make it right on your end, in obedience to the Lord.  

· Make a list of those whom you need to go to.  Write down how you have sinned against them and the Lord.

· Repent of your sin before the Lord.

· If possible, go to each person and seek forgiveness.  Doing this in person is the best way by far.  If this is impossible, then do it by phone.  Use written means only as an absolute last resort.  
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